Taking cont

Four UK machine
control and automation
specialists formed

the Construction
Equipment Technology
Alliance to promote
mobile control
technology in the UK.
Murray Pollok reports
from the association’s
demonstration days.

he absence of a major UK construction

show this year — the SED exhibition

having been closed down - prompted
MOBA Mobile Automation’s Alastair Brown
and his counterparts at the Construction
Equipment Technology Alliance (CETA) to
create a two-day event to demonstrate their
latest machine control products.

CETA was created by four specialists in the
area of machine control and automation, -
MOBA Mobile Automation, OnGrade, GKN
Technik and Halomec - specifically to promote
mobile control technology in the UK.

The demonstration days were held at
Uttoxeter racecourse, Staffordshire, UK,
and attracted around 150 people over the
two days. It wasn't just about showing their
latest designs, but part of a wider effort to
encourage the take-up of machine control
products in the UK construction market.

Mr Brown, who has been managing director
of MOBA's UK subsidiary since it was formed
last year, said, “The UK is seriously dragging
its feet. In Scandinavia, 3D excavator control is

A wireless system
from GKD will prevent
accidents when two
rail-mounted
excavators are
making
tandem lifts.
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CETA DAYS

FROM THE LEFT: Nick Ground (GKD Techn|k), Alastair Brown (MOBA Mobile Automation),
Gary Escott (OnGrade) and Julian Athawes (Halomec), pictured at the CETA event at

Uttoxeter Racecourse.

on 85% of machines - in the UK it is the other
way round.”

The same was true for paver levelling control
systems, he said. The four companies will
“work to help develop each others’businesses,
and to promote on-board plant automation
systems’, said Mr Brown. “All four members sell
advanced technology that brings efficiency
and safety improvements to mobile plant of
all kinds.”

WORKING TOGETHER

Nick Ground, managing director of GKD
Technik, another of the CETA companies - and
who happens to be the current president of
the UK’s Construction Equipment Association
(CEA) - said that the four companies working
together “can do what we couldn’t really do
individually. We are like-minded technology
companies coming together. CETA is about

promoting technology - certainly the UK
doesn’t promote technology on site the way
other countries do”

The four companies are generally
focusing on different but complementary
technologies. These include 2D/3D excavator
control systems, weighing devices, safety
products such as proximity alarms, incline
warning systems, overload monitors,
automatic lubrication systems and safety
cameras.

Mr Ground said, “Our product focus is on
safety, monitoring and control, principally for
excavators because they are quite regulated
for lifting or under site based regulations.”

In the spotlight at Uttoxeter was a new
Incline Alert for mini- and micro-excavators
that is designed to protect users, particularly
inexperienced ones, from overturning the

machines. It allows owners and users to input >

GKD'’s Incline Alert will warn operators of
mini and micro excavators if they are in
danger of overturning.
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